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MARCH 13, 1998

SAIPAN: 1998

“Made in the USA” garments: Gap, Polo, Levi’s, etc.

* Local control over immigration.

* ABC News program on worker abuse:
* Shadow contracts; forced abortions; undrinkable water.

*  (lass action lawsuits (on behalf of 30,000 workers).

MARCH 13, 1998

*  Two in federal court: RICO, FLSA, forced labor.
* State court: unfair business practices (“sweatshop free””) (UNITE)
*  2004: $20 million settlement.

*  Monitoring mechanism, federal control.

*  Death of garment industry...
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SAIPAN: 2017
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Worker falls to his death at under-construction Saipan casino

& Adam Morgan @ March 23, 2017

[0 Latest Casino and Gambling News, Casino project updates, Saipan, Licenses, Northern Mariana Islands
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Che New Jork Times

B South China Morning Post

saipantribune.cn A% CHINA CHANGE

News and commentary from those who work for change
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Chinese firms to pay $14 million back wages in Saipan

AP Sophia Yan, Associated Press
© Mar. 5,2018,10:02PM () 15
—




Tianming Wang v. Gold Mantis
(D. N. Mar. L., 2018)

* Plaintiffs: 7 men, all in China

* Defendants:
« MCC (CNMI)
* Gold Mantis (CNMI)
« [PI (CNMI)

* Claims (against all Defendants):
* (1) Trafficking (TVPRA)
* (2) Trafficking (CNMI statute)
* (3) Negligence (related to work injuries)
* (4) Violation of Workers’ Comp Statute
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TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT

18 U.S. Code § 1595

An individual who is a victim of a violation of this chapter may bring a civil action against the perpetrator (or

whoever knowingly benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture
which that person knew or should have known has engaged in an act in violation of this chapter) in an
appropriate district court of the United States and may recover damages and reasonable attorneys fees.

* Criminal statute
* Civilremedy (18 U.S.C. § 1595)

* “knowingly benefit” — uses a negligence standard
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Tianming Wang v. Gold Mantis
(D. N. Mar. L., 2018)

* Default judgment

 Plaintiffs subjected to “forced labor”
» IPI was perpetrator, or at least, “should have known”
based on the red flags
*  Damages
*  $2.95 million in compensatory damages
* Emotional distress ($400/day)
* Lost past/future income, ED for physical injuries

$2.95 million in punitive damages
$600K in attorneys’ fees — to be issued separately

e IPI’s Appeal to 9th Circuit

Was default properly entered in light of COVID?
Does IPI contract with MCC absolve them of liability?
Fair to have damages against IPI that are 11x what the

contractors paid in settlement?

Case 1:18-cv-00030 Document 322 Filed 05/24/21 Page 1 of 40

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

TIANMING WANG, et al., Case No.: 1:18-cv-00030

Plaintiffs,

VS.

GOLD MANTIS CONSTRUCTION
DECORATION (CNMI), LLC; MCC
INTERNATIONAL SAIPAN LTD., CO.; and
IMPERIAL PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL

(CNMI), LLC,

Defendants.

FILED
Clerk
District Court

MAY 24 2021

for the Northem fariana Islands
By i
(D erk)

DECISION AND ORDER
ENTERING DEFAULT JUDGMENT
AGAINST DEFENDANT IPI

On June 12, 2020, the Court entered default against Defendant Imperial Pacific International
(CNMI), LLC (“IPI") after an order to show cause hearing for IPI’s repeated failure to comply with
discovery orders and sanctions. (Min., ECF No. 157.) Before the Court is Plaintiffs’ petition for
damages (ECF No. 172) in support of the entry of default judgment against IPI pursuant to Federal

Rule of Civil Procedure 55(b)(2). Plaintiffs also filed a supplemental memorandum in support of a

I INTRODUCTION
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Keo Ratha, et al. v. Phattana Seafoods, Co. Ltd. et al.
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TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT

18 U.S. Code § 1595
An individual who is a victim of a violation of this chapter may bring a civil action against the perpetrator (or

whoever knowingly benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture
which that person knew or should have known has engaged in an act in violation of this chapter) in an

appropriate district court of the United States and may recover damages and reasonable attorneys fees.

* Extraterritorial application (18 U.S.C. § 1596)

*  “Attempt” to benefit from importing forced labor goods
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THANK YOU

Aaron Halegua
ah@aaronhalegua.com
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