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Larry James has been at the heart of the Columbus business, legal, civic, and 
political scene for the last four decades. He is a respected litigator, as well as an 
advisor to local and national leaders. He serves as general counsel for various 
entities, working with clients to navigate Ohio’s administrative agencies and 
their complex rules and regulations. While Larry has gained a wealth of legal 
experience in his 46 years of practice, his main focus is on business and 
corporate law, as well as general liability defense and employment matters. He 
counsels clients on best practices, policies and contracts and when necessary, 
defends clients facing litigation. Larry is a life member of the Sixth Circuit 
Judicial Conference, and he has served as General Counsel of the National 
Fraternal Order of Police since 2001, which represents 365,000 members 
nationwide. 
  
Outside the office, Larry volunteers his time to several causes. As co-founder of 
the African American Leadership Academy, Larry is dedicated to increasing the 
number of African American leaders in central Ohio. Previously, Larry served as 
President of the Lincoln Theatre Association Board and President of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Center for Performing & Cultural Arts, as well as a Board Trustee 
for the Greater Columbus Arts Council, Columbus Museum of Art, Columbus Zoo 
and Aquarium, and Columbus Urban League. He also helped establish the 
Columbus Bar Association’s minority clerkship program. 
  
Larry’s leadership in arts advocacy and civil rights has led him to be recognized 
with numerous awards over the years. In 2022 Larry was honored with the 
Columbus Bar Association’s Professionalism Award in recognition of his long 
history of exemplifying the highest standards in the legal field. In addition, Larry 
and his wife, Donna James, were presented with the 2022 Harrison M. Sayre 
Award presented by the Columbus Foundation in recognition of their incredible 
generosity and philanthropic contribution to central Ohio. When Larry and 
Donna are not occupied with their philanthropic efforts, they enjoy collecting 
art. Larry is known to bring some of this art to the office. 
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